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British, India lias so many martial races within her border
that they will want to put up a fight for the country which
is as much theirs as ours." This is perfectly true. I am
therefore talking, for the moment, only of Congressmen.
How would they act in the event of an invasion ? We shall
never convert the whole of India to our creed unless we are
prepared to die for it.
The opposite course appeals me. Already, the bulk of
the army is manned by the Mussalmans of the North,
Sikhs and Gurkhas. If the masses of the South and the
Centre wish to become militarized, the Congress, which
is supposed to represent them, will have to enter into
competition with the former. The Congress will then have
to be party to an enormous military budget. There may be
all these things without the Congress consent. It will make
all the difference in the world whether the Congress is
party to them or not. The world is looking for something
new and unique from India. The Congress will be lost
in the crowd, if it wears the same old outworn armour
that the world is wearing today. The Congress has a name
because it represents non-violence as a political weapon
par excellence. If the Congress helps the Allies as a'representa-
tive of non-violence, it will give to the Allied cause a pres-
tige and a power which will be invaluable in deciding
the ultimate fate of the war. But'the members of the Work-
ing Committee have honestly and bravely not made the
profession of such non-violence.
My position is, therefore, confined to myself alone. I
have to find out whether I have any fellow-traveller along
the lonely path. If I am in the minority' of one, I must
try to make converts. Whether one or many, I must declare
my faith that it is better for India to discard violence al-
together even for defending her borders. For India to
enter into the race for armaments is to court suicide. With
the loss of India to non-violence the last hope of the world
will be gone, I must live up to the creed I have professed
for the last half a century, and hope to the last breath
that India will  make  non-violence her creed,  preserve

